
Chapter 5 – WWII 
The code that couldn’t be broken 

Main Source : Scholastic 

1 – Anticipate from the title and subtitle 
The Code That Couldn’t Be Broken 

During World War II, a group of young Navajo men created an unbreakable code that helped the 
United States defeat Japan and win the war in the Pacific 
JANUARY 29, 2018 By Bryan Brown 

Research the word Navajo. Who are they? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

2 – Read the introduction 
1. Who is Sam Sandoval?

_____________________________________________________________________
2. Where did he study? Why?

_____________________________________________________________________
3. What happened on December 7, 1941?

_____________________________________________________________________
4. How did Sandoval react?

_____________________________________________________________________
5. Why was he recruited?

_____________________________________________________________________
6. Why was their code of utmost importance?

_____________________________________________________________________

2 – Watch the video “A Code Talker tells his story”. 
List the words your understood. 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

https://junior.scholastic.com/issues/2017-18/012918/the-code-that-couldn-t-be-broken.html
https://www.ducksters.com/history/native_american_navajo.php#:%7E:text=The%20Native%20American%20Navajo%20tribe,%22%20or%20%22the%20People%22.
https://junior.scholastic.com/issues/2017-18/012918/the-code-that-couldn-t-be-broken.html#:%7E:text=For%2012%20years,war%20against%20Japan.
https://junior.scholastic.com/issues/2017-18/012918/the-code-that-couldn-t-be-broken.html#:%7E:text=A%20Code%20Talker,Navajo%20code%20talkers


3 – Read “A Complex Language” 
1. What was happening in the Pacific when the US entered WWII? See picture 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
2. What was the Americans’ biggest challenge? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
3. Which information were they exchanging? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
4. What was their main problem? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
5. Who thought of a solution? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
6. How and why did he think of it? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

4 – Read the next four paragraphs and concentrate on numbers. For each 
find what they correspond to in the article. 

• 29: _________________________________________________________________ 
• 211: _________________________________________________________________ 
• 800: ________________________________________________________________ 
• 20: _________________________________________________________________ 
• 30: _________________________________________________________________ 
• 6,800: _______________________________________________________________ 
• 22,000: ______________________________________________________________ 
• 75: _________________________________________________________________ 

 

5 – Answer the final question: 
Why might Navajos have found the idea of using their language as a code during World War II to be ironic? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Bonus activities 

 

Use the Navajo coded 
alphabet to code your own 

message. 

Example. If you need an A, 
write Wol-la-chee 

 

https://junior.scholastic.com/issues/2017-18/012918/the-code-that-couldn-t-be-broken.html#:%7E:text=A%20Complex%20Language,based%20on%20Navajo.%C2%A0
https://junior.scholastic.com/content/dam/classroom-magazines/junior-scholastic/issues/2017-18/012918/the-code-that-couldn-t-be-broken/JS8-012918-Navajo-Medium4.jpg
https://junior.scholastic.com/issues/2017-18/012918/the-code-that-couldn-t-be-broken.html#:%7E:text=Devising%20the%20Code,No%20one%20can.%E2%80%9D
https://americanindian.si.edu/nk360/code-talkers/code-talking/
https://img.wattpad.com/83455252fc1d7e69a0d9e025ece1209e3dbaa700/68747470733a2f2f73332e616d617a6f6e6177732e636f6d2f776174747061642d6d656469612d736572766963652f53746f7279496d6167652f6a3467743439384c6f7273594c513d3d2d37362e313466613262313835313931363062643432313936323433373732332e6a7067?s=fit&w=720&h=720
https://img.wattpad.com/83455252fc1d7e69a0d9e025ece1209e3dbaa700/68747470733a2f2f73332e616d617a6f6e6177732e636f6d2f776174747061642d6d656469612d736572766963652f53746f7279496d6167652f6a3467743439384c6f7273594c513d3d2d37362e313466613262313835313931363062643432313936323433373732332e6a7067?s=fit&w=720&h=720
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